
Looking Ahead to January: Since 1888, when snowfall records were fi rst kept in the Washington, there have been 32 Decembers with 
greater than or equal to 4" of snowfall. When the December snowfall total has equaled or exceeded 4", the corresponding winter snowfall has 
been above normal 75 percent of the time.  Will it happen again?

 

DECEMBER 2005 WEATHER STATISTICS FOR THE WASHINGTON/BALTIMORE AREA
                             Station Temperatures (oF)        Extreme/Day                 Precipitation (In.)  
Location AvMx AvMn AvgT NmlT  DepNml Max MinT          Total       Norm    DepNml    Snow
National (DCA) 43.2 29.6 36.4 39.5 -3.1 58/24 19/14 3.34 3.05  +0.29  4.8
Baltimore (BWI) 42.3 25.6 34.0 36.7 -2.7 58/24 15/14 3.90 3.35  +0.55  6.0
Dulles (IAD)  41.8 25.0 33.4 36.0 -2.6 59/24 13/14 2.93 3.07   -0.14  5.7
Andrews (ADW)  42.0 28.0 35.0 N/A N/A 57/24 14/14 2.49 3.40   -0.91  4.5 

ANNUAL Temperature: For the second year in a row and the 4th time in the last 5 years, annual temperatures averaged above normal 
across the Washington/Baltimore area.  Annual temperature departures between +0.5oF and +1.5oF were observed at the three major airports. 
In addition, nine months featured above normal readings at all three major airports. The year started with January averaging more than 10oF 
above normal at DCA the fi rst 14 days, with highs exceeding 70oF at DCA and BWI on January 13. Winter returned mid-January bringing 
repeated blasts of Arctic air. February ended the season with warmer than normal temperatures. March through May brought abnormally cool 
temperatures across the area. DCA recorded its coolest spring since 1984. Summer brought back above normal temperatures resulting in the 
warmest summer in more than 10 years at IAD. Heat index values rose near or above 100oF on June 28. Highs reached 97oF at DCA on July 
24. Autumn temperatures were the warmest since 1985 at the 3 major airports. Winter began cold in December but ended with mild weather 
the last several days of 2005.

ANNUAL Precipitation was above normal across the area with annual totals between 44"-50" common across much of the local area. Similar 
to 2004, the largest totals were to the north and east of Washington, including BWI with an annual precipitation total of 49.13" (departure from 
normal: +7.19"). IAD recorded 44.56" of precipitation (departure from normal: +2.80”) and DCA reported an annual total of 44.38" (departure 
from normal: +5.03).  January started the year with slightly above normal precipitation and one major soaking on the 13th-14th dropping more 
than 2” on the local region and leading to fl ooded roads. Daily records for rainfall were set at the three major airports. Two January snowfalls 
dropped 4"-6". February added two moderate snowfalls and drier than normal conditions overall.  March through May ushered in the wettest 
spring since 1984 at IAD. April began and ended with two signifi cant storms, both of which included heavy rain, strong winds and ¾" hail and 
power outages. May brought localized heavy rain on the 14th, mostly from thunderstorms as well as more large hail, high winds and property 
damage. June through Mid-August continued the above normal rainfall at the major airports thanks in part to Tropical Storm Cindy and Hurricane 
Dennis. Mid-August through the end of September saw a change to a long dry spell, setting a new record for the driest September. October brought 
record rainfall, 9.41" at DCA, 9.23" at BWI and 9.22", IAD. November and December closed the year with near average precipitation.

ANNUAL 2005 WEATHER STATISTICS FOR THE WASHINGTON/BALTIMORE AREA
                             Station Temperatures (oF)                   Extreme/Month-Day                       Precipitation (In.)
Location AvMx AvMn AvgT NmlT  DepNml   Max    MinT       Total    Norm DepNml Snow  
National (DCA) 66.4 49.7 58.0 57.5 +0.5 97/7-241 12/1-242 44.38 39.35 +5.03 17.2
Baltimore (BWI) 65.2 45.9 55.6 54.6 +1.0 96/7-27   9/1-24 49.13 41.94 +7.19 24.5
Dulles (IAD)  66.0 45.5 55.7 54.2 +1.5 96/7-27   7/1-242 44.60 41.80 +2.80 23.3 

Other Occurrences: 129, 231

 December 2005: The fi rst month of meteorological winter was cold and snowy with near normal precipitation. The fi rst three weeks brought 
consistently cold temperatures averaging more than 6oF below normal at DCA. On the 13th and 14th, the area recorded the fi rst days of the 
season with at or below freezing highs at most locations. On the 14th, highs remained in the mid 20’s across the area. At or below freezing lows 
were observed thru Christmas at many suburban locations, including BWI. IAD recorded only one day (4th) with a minimum temperature above 
freezing (33oF) in the fi rst 25 days of the month. By December 24, a warming trend began that lasted through the end of the calendar year with 
readings at or above normal the fi nal 9 days of the month at DCA. Highs topped 50oF on 4 of the last 9 days of the month, somewhat reducing 
the monthly negative temperature departures from the fi rst three weeks of December. Lows remained above freezing from the 26th thru the 31st 
at DCA. On the 29th, DCA marked a minimum temperature of 43oF, a reading more typical of the normal high for late December. 
 Precipitation totals averaged near normal with 3"-4" across most of the area. Slight precipitation surpluses were observed at both DCA 
(+0.29") and BWI (+0.55"); IAD observed a monthly precipitation defi cit (-0.14"). The season’s fi rst 1+ inch snowfall occurred on the 5th when 
light snow developed in the afternoon and ended by late evening. Many locations received 3"-5", with slightly greater totals south and east of 
Washington: Hollywood, MD, (St. Mary’s County) measured 6.2" and Lake Ridge in Prince William County, VA, observed 5.8". Snowfall totals 
around 3" were observed at the three major airports with 3.3" at BWI, 2.9" at DCA and 2.6" at IAD. Four days later on the 9th, a second winter 
storm struck the local region in the early morning with a wintry mixture of precipitation that began as snow, changed to sleet, then to freezing 
rain before ending as snow around daybreak. Hazardous driving conditions due to icy roads resulted in numerous school closings and delayed 
arrivals for businesses and government. In contrast to the snowfall on the 5th, this storm brought the largest snow totals to the north and west 
of the metro areas, including 6.0" in Wolfsville (Frederick County, MD) and 5.0" in Lovettsville (Loundon County, VA).  The month’s most 
signifi cant precipitation occurred on the 15th-16th when precipitation started briefl y as snow but quickly changed to freezing rain and then to a 
soaking rain. All three major airports measured over an inch, including 1.47" at BWI, 1.23" at DCA, and 1.18" at IAD. The month closed with 
two additional storm systems (25th and 29th) bringing combined rainfall totals of more than an inch to BWI (1.26") and DCA (1.09"). 


